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Two reports concerning labor camps in the USSR 

Attachment 1 is a fairly 

generalized report dealing with the UMlAUhan camp and the nearly castillite 
mines. An elementary memory sketch of the area is included, 


Attachment 2 is a very short report dealing with three camps in the Potma^jjP^^^ 

complex of labor camps. The report contains very little detail and is 

concerned primarily with the locations of the camps aad nearby industry, ^ ^ 

1 ^ 
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LABOR CAMPS IN ISB PODIA 


50X1 -HUM 


LaBo^ Cmv No. In StaataSya Potaa (N 54-06, B 42-53)> Mordonke^ 
ASSBk war* ttarae tovns In tkla area vltli tie naae Fotea: Stantslya 

Pc«Mi« at^unqica Maaa B li2-53) and Norsgra Botaa (N S 43-00). 


(See Mev AMS ICI 33-4, fterlea B SOI, 
Mnsd population of tttae tkree towns 


acnis, tba aajorltgr of | iboa wexe prison caso XliPT MW 

in area were elttt »r assi^aed to koUcbozy^ luaber cangps, or to a 
Milltaxy nnlfon factopry* 


jthe con* 
itween 25^000 and 30,000 per- 
aborerss Xbe forced Ia1x>rer8 
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Porctd La1x>r Cagp Ho* 3. 

2a Forced Later Cmtp Ro* |l was located approxlaately klloaeters north of 
atantlBl^^ Fotna, neax^ the town of Uaor (N ^4*30, S 42-*4d}, on the rail- 
road leading north frc|i dtantslya Potna* Bsre ^pproxlaately 8,000 In- 
tezneea vested in liapber caaps in the area. 


Forced Later 

3« ilppgroxlMBtely 4,300 forced laterers were interned in Forced Later Caap 

Hos l4 vhlc h vae l o ca ted in t he tovn of ata ntaiya Po teas I 50X1 -HUM 


Fbrc^ Later Caap No* 6 

4s i^psproxlBately 3,300 aale forced laterers and 9,000 female forced laterers 
vere interned at Forced Later Camp No. 6 which was located near Ifolochnaya 
dtantelFa (coordinates unarailahle), between the towns of Staraya Potma 
and Noraya Potmas Most of these laterers vere employed at a military 
tanifoa factory in Staraya Potna where nnifoms vere produced for Soviet 
Amy personnel from the rank of private to senior lieutenant# Ite mateata 
used in manufacturing these uniforms caom from mills located in Ivanovo 
(H ?7-00» E 40-59)«^ 50X1 -hum 

Ihe remainder of 

forced laborers who were not employed at the uniform factory vere sent 
to work at surrounding kolkhozy* 


Labor Conditions 

bOI prisoners were guarded by NVL personnel while being 

transported to and fren work# at th e place of work, and within the later 


cemyound# 


between 40 and 30 MH) guards performed 


roll call twice a day at Forced Later C|^ No# 14* When a prisoner did 
not answer the roll, the entire group of prisoners was forced to remain 
standing in place until the missing person was accounted for* In order 
to ooiiylete the morning roll call before breakfast, the guards began the 
attendance check at 0300 lio\ur8# Working hours at the l\mft)er camps and 
at the kolkhozy were from 0700 imtil 1900 hours, seven days a week] 
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CtoBukchan LaTx^r Caag) and Area Castllllte Industry 
CtoBukchan Lil&or C«ap 

1. The CtaLBukchaii Lal^or Caaqp for non-political prison ers vas located 2 0 km north of 

the village of Onsukc han (n 60-05 ElgO-5^)* (3ee[ | sketch of 50X1 -HUM 

the area on page 4.) |thls cas^ was not known hy any other 

name or nuaerlcal designation. It vas located In a valley surrounded hy moun- 
tains and extended over an area measuring 1 x 0.^00 km. Ttie camp had a popu- 
lation of 2,000 plus about 150 male guards. mi l^yl 


2. !rhe buildings In the camp were one-stoiy wooden huts) 1 

There were no restricted areas. 

[no water deposits or dams. Horses, laden with casks of water 

from a nearby spring kept the caiiqE> supplied. Electricity was supplied by 50X1 -HUM 
generators located outside the caigp; | 

I OTX1 -HUM 

3. IChe labor camp was adequately supplied with the neceasary staples bntl | 

I I There was no agriculture In the area; the natl^s 

lived mainly from hunting and fishing. 

4. The casKp had a clinic with 40 or 50 beds. A disease called tsynga In which a 
person lost all his teeth, was prevalent In this area during the months of 
June, July, and August. The symptoms were black spots on the legs. This dis- 
ease vas coBibated with Intravenous Injections twice a week dtirlng one month. 

Besides this the patients would drli& a tea brewed from the leaves of the dwarf 
pines. 

5. The labor can^ had a leading library with all types of books. It also had a 
movie tdilch showed pictures on Suad^s. No political meetings were held at the 
camp. 

6. The Internees of the caaqp worked In castllllte mines, the local castllllte 
processing plant, and In the neighboring coal mine. 

Coal Mine 

7* Southeast of the labor canip was a small coal mine which employed approximately 
300 prisoners. It supplied coal to the labor can^, the castllllte processing 
plant, and the village of Gtosukchan. 

Castllllte Mines and Processing Plant 

8. These adnes were located approximately 800 xoeters northwest of the labor caap 
and employed about 1,000 men who were engaged In mining a brown ore. This ore 
contained a navy blue mineral called castllllte (Kastellt) which shone In the 
sun and was rumo3:*ed^ to be a source of atomic energy. 

9* Ihese mines also contained a small amount of gold. 


10. There were five mine levels, one above the other, which were connected Internally. 

11. An engineer supervised the woxk on each level and located the mineral with a 
detector. He would th^ point out the place idiere the drills or compressed air 
haaners were to be used. 

12. The mine workers wore overalls and dust masks. They worked In two shifts; the 
work norm for each shift was 120 750-kg cars of brown ore, but the normal yield 
was 150 cars. They used regular mining machinery, mainly employing compressed 

air hammers and drills. The prisoners were paid good salaries, seme miners u.... 

earning as much as 12,000 rubles a month. | ^a DecauvlUe operator 

ean ^ 3,000 rubles a month. In additlcm to his salary, each woriter was pald50X1-HUM 
8 rubles for every gram of navy blue mineral he found. 

13* The ore extracted la the upper levels was sent to the bottom level to be loaded 
In cars axai shipped outside the mine where the brown ore was separated and sent 
to the processing plant. 
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14. The processing plant was located a'bout two km southeast of the labor camp; 
it en^loyed from 600 to 700 prisoners. In this plant the ore was crushed, 
washed, and the navy blue mineral extracted. 

15. The castillite was then packed in small bags and sent probably to Magadan 
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16. 




The village of Ctaumkchui consisted of ai!fnroxliii.t*iv so hnain.o 


1 

tin in 

the area. 

ii-i ; ^ — ' 


w ^ '*•■** " —* muKJL WiUl 

ice throufijiout the year. The warmer months of the midni^t sun were from 
June through August when it rained and snowed with temperatures varying from 
15 to -5 degrees centigrade. Winter lasted from Septeniber throu^ May, during 
lidiich time there was much snow and ice with strong winds and frequent blizzards. 
During December, January, and February daylight lasted from IO30 to 1^30 hour* 
and temperatures varied from -65 to •l^ degrees, with an average temperature 
of -45 degrees. 


17* ^e Onatakchan-Susuman highway was under construction 


Connecting with this highway via small roads were the 

Onsukchaa labor Caii5>, the coal mine, the casUlUte mines, and the castillite 
processing plant. 
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